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By Aaife Maynihan

The Northern Beaches Readers’ Festival is back

valon will hast the return of the

Morthern Beaches Readers’

Festival on 26 to 27 September,
It's the only literary festival in Australia
with a 100% focus on both hetion and
Australian authors, and the biennial
event provides support for new and
amernging authors. The 2026 festival will
have nine debut authors and a bumper
program with somathing for everyona,

The not-for-profit festival was
established in 2022 by a group of
local authors to provide a platform for
genres that are often overlooked at
ather literary festivals, such as crima,
historical fiction, and romance. The
fastival’s main focus is reading for
pleasure, and the event allows authors
to connect with readers.

This yaar there will ba 52 authors
participating, including Michael
Robotham (who is a local resident and
pation of the festivall, Ali Lows, Matt
Nable, and local author Petronella
McGowvern,

Patronella charishas the local writing
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community and how authors support
each other and celebrate cne ancther's
achievemenis. It is absolutety wonderful "
she says. “You're sitting at home in front of
your laptop and becausa wa'ra not going
10 an olfice, wea're not talking to each
aither about our daily struggles. L is just so
levely to have 8 Northern Beaches writing
community where we get together and
talk abaut things.”

Patronella recently releasad her fifth
novel, Every Time She Wakes, a time-
bending thriller about family, identity,
and fate.

The story is about unbvarsity carsers
counsallor Suze. She and har family
are evacuated from thair home during
a bushfire. When the van crashes, she
thinks it's the end, but then she wakes
up hwo weeks back in time. Mo-one else
ramambers what camse befora. Is itall in
her mind? Then it happens again and
again, Suze has to work oul why.

Petronella's inspiration for the story
was the ‘what if¥ questions that she'd
always thought about, such as what if

Feitival patron Michasl Bobotham and director
Sandee Dockar

you had taken a differant path, would
yaouwr life be different?

“You have no idea that your life will
change from a senes of small decisions,”
she says. Petronella says the Northern
Baaches is very inspirational. Evary Time
She Wakes |s set on the Beaches - local
readers will recognise many of the
places.

Patronalla will be in discussion with
Emma Grey and Jennifer Ross at the
festival about shaping stories and
playing with structune on 26 Saptambsar,

Weakend festival discussions will
include topics such as how setting
can be crucial to a story, other worldly
romance, sibling rivalry, the power of
transfarmation, ramance, family bonds,
and so much more.

Michael Robothom will be discussing
crime along with Emma Babbington,
and Kate Horan and Chris Hammer
will talk about his latest book. Monica
Mcinarney will chat with Sandie Docker
about her new novel and Jane Caro,
Man Mable and Glenn Qrglas will
discuss the gritty underbelly of cnime.

isitors can enjoy warkshops such
a5 how 10 make your readeds cara
with Pamela Cook, and how 1o 1ake
yiour crime novel 1o the next level with
Hayley Scrivenaor,

There will also Festival Fiver Sessions,

o ol which will be a book clubs
discussion about Big Littke Tnaths Liane
Moriarty's sequel 1o Big Little Lies. At these
sessions, which cost 55 each, stiendees
will have a chance o ask authors questions
about thair il as a writer and morma.

You won'lwant 1o miss the Festival
Great Debaie, a free session which closes
this year's event. Six fearless authors will
go head to head and discuss “The villain
is more interasting than tha hero.’

Chack out the program and book
youwr lickets before they sall out. IR
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